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December Meeting: From Program Chairman Jim Jackson              
Our 06 December meeting will be at 1130hrs at the Bluewater Waterfront Grill on Wrightsville Beach, 

NC.  This meeting will be our annual Holiday party with a special menu.  We are delighted this year to have as 

our guest musicians Kim and Travis Price from Wrightsville Beach Baptist Church.  Kim is Director of Music 

and Travis plays a mean guitar at the Church.  Kim and Travis will be presenting a range of Christmas, Patriotic 

and Military Service selections. 

 

 Starter   Bluewater House Salad with choice of dressing 

 Entrée Choice        Flat Iron Steak with mashed potatoes 

Grilled Salmon with beans and rice 

Chicken Marsala 

 Dessert             Caribbean Chocolate Pie 

 Beverages         Coffee, teas, soft drinks 

Cocktails, beer, wine available for purchase 

 Price         $25 per person payable at the door; choice of entrée also  

made at the door 

 

Please RSVP NLT Friday, 2 December to JoAnn Doleman via email: jdoleman522@gmail.com, or 910-540-

8459. 

 

Upcoming Programs for 2017 

o 3 Jan  Bluewater 

o 7 Feb    Bluewater 

o 7 Mar   Bluewater 

o 4 Apr  Bluewater    

o 2 May   Island Restaurant – Oak Island, NC 

o 2 Jun  Hugh McRae Park (Wilmington) – Pig Pickin’ and Scholarship Awards 

o July and August – no meetings scheduled 

o 5 Sep  Bluewater 

o 3 Oct  Bluewater 

o 7 Nov    Bluewater 

o 5 Dec    Bluewater 

Programs are being developed for 2017 including a series of special Vietnam War presentations. 

Message from our President, Jim Brumit 

I just returned from seeing “Hacksaw Ridge”, directed by Mel Gibson. What a moving cinema! If you have not 

seen it, you may want to consider going. 

 

“The background of the coup on July 15, 2016 in the Republic of Turkey and why does Turkey matter?” was 

Dr. Herbert Berg’s topic at our chapter meeting on November 1st.   Dr. Berg is Director of International Studies 

and Religion at UNCW. He began his discussion with the Ottoman Empire and brought us all the way up to the 

current secular culture and government of Turkey. Turkey’s president since 2014, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, has 

moved the government from a democratic to an autocratic state, and this, in large part, was the cause of the 
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coup.  In his follow-on comments about the Middle East, Dr. Berg indicated he believes that ISIS will lose 

territory, but ISIS will not collapse and will continue to cause chaos throughout the region. 

My wife, Carolyn, and I were in Arlington, VA on October 24th and 25th at the MOAA annual meeting. General 

Charles T. Robertson Jr. USAF (RET), chairman of the board of directors of MOAA gave a speech on the 

current state of the MOAA HQ. He was very frank when he said that the HQ has had a shake up; several 

positions and programs have been eliminated. The treasurer reported on the status of the financials which 

included a $3.3 million loss for the fiscal year ending 2015. 

The SENCLand chapter was awarded a four-star Level of Excellence Award for calendar year ending 

December 31, 2015, and that award was presented to the chapter by General Robertson. The chapter had to 

meet a variety of criteria to qualify for the award. 

Carolyn and I returned from Hickory, NC this past week, where we attended the North Carolina Council of 

Chapters quarterly meeting. COL Jeri Graham USA (RET) briefed NCCoC on the MOAA President’s BUR 

(Bottom Up Review) program. All divisions were reviewed and there were no “pet rocks”.  All programs must 

show a ROI, Return on Investment. 

The chapter by-laws (Article V, Section 1) require a chapter business meeting, to be held in November every 

year. A summary of the business meeting follows: 

A. The chapter elected COL Chrissy Sanford USA (R) as the 3rd VP and CAPT’s David Prosser USCG (R) and 

Ed Grace USCG (R) as co-Service Directors for USCG. LTC Lee Hanna USA (R) was appointed Historian for 

the chapter. 

B. Revenue through November 2016 was $29,803 and expenses were $21,099 which provided a positive $8,704 

for our reserves.  Most of the positive dollars were generated by a challenge match for our scholarship fund. 

The chapter is financially sound. A budget was approved by the board of directors. 

C. The chapter awarded $7,500 in scholarship and $1,400 to Outreach programs. 

D. The web page was updated and we now have the capability to pay dues and donations through the web page. 

The web page is averaging over 1,500 hits per month. 

E. Programs for the year have included: 

                Korean War veterans’ recognition. 

                Vietnam War veterans’ recognition 

                NC Ports Authority briefing by its CEO. 

                Korean War background briefing. 

                HQ MOAA briefing on legislative affairs. 

                A briefing by the Mid-Atlantic USCG commander. 

                Field trip to the Wound Warrior battalion, Camp Lejeune. 

                Named the leadership award for LTC Bob Jones USA (R). 

                Surveys were sent to new members to get their impression of the chapter. 

    The board had an aggressive program to recover members who were potential losses.  

    The chapter was awarded the communications award by HQ MOAA. 

    A survey of special events was taken. 
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The chapter has had 29 gains this year; only one chapter in North Carolina has had more. 

There being no questions or comments, the chapter meeting was adjourned. 

Early this year the Board of Directors voted to increase the dues to $20.00 per year, a $5 increase from 

the current $15. This is necessary to cover known expenses. The chapter has not had any dues increase in 

many years.  At $20.00, the chapter remains one of the lowest dues-charging chapters in the state. 

Each month a service member is being asked to reflect on an event during his/her time in the service. During the 

recognition programs for WWII and Korean War veterans, time was provided for those veterans to reflect on 

their military experiences, Time for Vietnam Veterans to share one situation that may stick out in their minds as 

part of their service is below under the heading of “Time for Reflections”. COL Dave Gould USMC (R) shared 

this experience. 

On behalf of the SENCLAND Chapter Board of Directors, we want to wish you a Happy Thanksgiving. 

 
 
 
Dr. Herbert Berg, PhD. UNCW Department of International Affairs 

Time for Reflections 

                           UNEXPECTED INTERVENTION AND RESCUE 

Comments of Col. David W. Gould USMCR (Ret.) at the SENCLAND MOAA meeting, Nov. 1. 2016 

“Let me take you back to May 1968 in the Republic of Vietnam. I was the Air Liaison Officer to the 

3rd Battalion, 26th Marine Regiment, one of the Khe Sanh Siege battalions. The battalion was operating 

in the triple canopy, forested mountains west of Da Nang, pushing east to west to find and destroy the 

enemy and his supplies in order to protect the Da Nang airfield from ground attack and rocket fire. The 

battalion would maneuver from mountaintop landing zones by helicopter lift. During the afternoon of 

this particular day, approximately 700 Marines were lifted to a new landing zone by CH-46 helicopters. 

As dusk occurred, a headcount was taken, and three Marines were unaccounted for. It was now dark, 

and the three left behind were without a radio to communicate. Typically, the enemy would scavenge 

our trash pits after our departure. These Marines were surely in dire straits as the enemy would kill or 

capture them if they were found. No rescue mission could be mounted during the night without the 

ability to communicate. 

“At dawn the next morning, an Unexpected Intervention occurred. My AirNet, the aviation radio, came 

alive with a call from an Air Force reconnaissance Cessna O-2 aircraft, asking if the battalion had 
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ongoing artillery or mortar missions firing in the airspace around us. None were firing, and I asked his 

mission, as I had not requested this particular aircraft. The pilot informed me that he was to fly in my 

area to broadcast a psyops audiotape in Vietnamese that called on the enemy to defect (Chu Hoi) to the 

South Vietnamese side. I asked the pilot if he could broadcast directly through the speaker on the 

aircraft, and he said that he could. With that, I informed him of our predicament and assigned his aircraft 

a new mission to coordinate the rescue. I requested that he overfly the landing zone and broadcast that a 

rescue attempt was imminent. He told the three Marines to remain hidden, but be ready to run to the 

rescue helicopter as it touched down. It was expected that the enemy might establish an ambush for an 

arriving rescue helicopter. 

“Shortly thereafter, the UH-1 Huey I requested to affect the rescue arrived overhead and began its 

approach to the LZ. My location across the valley from the old landing zone was at a lower elevation, so 

I could not observe the rescue. The helicopter disappeared from view, and there was silence from the 

radio. I asked what was happening and was informed that the Huey was about to abandon the attempt 

when suddenly the three Marines bolted from the forest and boarded the aircraft. They were flown to my 

landing zone, Rescued. 

“It should be noted that after the prior evening headcount, the battalion commander relieved the platoon 

commander and platoon sergeant of their duties. When the three rescued Marines arrived, they were 

ordered to the battalion rear area to be charged under UCMJ for Missed Movement. A small punishment 

for second lives. When questioned how they failed to make the original lift, they said that they had been 

filling canteens from a nearby stream for their squad and upon return had fallen asleep, only to awaken 

to the silence of an abandoned LZ.” 

JROTC Scholarships and Outreach 
Please consider getting an early jump on your year-end tax planning by making a deductible donation to 

SENCLAND Chapter’s Scholarships and Outreach. In 2016 we awarded four scholarships amounting to a total 

of $7500, and the Outreach expenditures during the same period amounted to $1400. In order to continue the 

support we were able to provide this year, we need to build this part of the budget to 2016 levels for 2017.  We 

hope to distribute $7500 in JROTC Scholarships and $2000 to outreach support.  Our cadets and veterans 

appreciate your generosity. 

As a reminder, below are the Outreach contributions your donations allowed us to make in 2016: 

 Military Resource Lounge at the University of North Carolina Wilmington - $500 

 Homeless Veterans Stand-down sponsored by the New Hanover County Veterans Council - $300 

 Purple Heart Dinner sponsored by the Purple Heart Association - $300 

 Sgt. Eugene Ashley Memorial Transition Center for Homeless Veterans - $300 
 

2016 Special Events Survey Results from Special Events Coordinator, Newt Morgan 
Thanks to all who took the time to complete the Special Events survey - we received detailed inputs and 

comments from 24 SENCLAND Chapter members, which is about 30% of the most active Chapter participants 

or about 10% of the total Chapter membership.  Overall, the survey respondents indicated a moderate level of 

interest in special events, with 80% indicating that they would prefer to attend local or regional events costing 

less than $50 per attendee [70%].  The vast majority of respondents further indicated they would prefer to see 

events on a frequency of semi-annually or quarterly.  The table below gives you a good indication of what types 

of events the respondents favored, in descending order of desirability: 

 

Activity Votes Activity Votes 

Ship Visits 17 Thalian Hall 9 

Historical Site Tours 16 Chapter PM Social 9 

Military Base Tours 12 Christmas Ho Ho show, buffet & 

hay ride 

8 
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Wilmington Tours 11 Theater & Musicals @ Wilson 

Center 

8 

Battleship NC event 11 Service Acad. Sports 7 

Hanna Block USO 11 Octoberfest & St. Patty’s Day  7 

Airlie Gardens 9 Tour & meal @ local/regional 

winery 

7 

 

We feel the process was productive, and your input really helps to guide your Chapter leadership in considering 

activities that would be enjoyed by members.  Some respondents offered write-in suggestions, which were great 

to see and think about.  In the near term, we’ll digest the inputs and put together a draft calendar of possible 

2017 events for the Board to consider.  Please remember that even if you did not have a chance to submit a 

survey, all will be welcome to participate in any events we put forward; the more the merrier!!  Also, if anyone 

would like to volunteer to assist with a particular category or event, please send me an email at 

PaPops47@gmail.com. 

 

SENCLAND Chapter Members Invited to AFA Meeting 01 December 

AFA Cape Fear Chapter 366 has lined up a top-notch speaker for their dinner meeting on 01 

December…USMC COL (Ret.) Judge Doug McCullough, author of the book “Sea of Greed”.  This book, 

currently being made into a movie, details the USCG capture of a Panamanian trawler in Beaufort, NC, carrying 

30,000 pounds of marijuana.  This event led to the US invasion of Panama and the ouster of its President, 

Manuel Noriega.  Cocktails at 6:00, dinner at 7:00, speaker at 7:45….David’s Deli, Eastwood Avenue….contact 

AFA Chapter President (and SENCLAND Chapter member) John Lasley at johnlasley2007@gmail.com. 

 

Membership Updates 

New Members: 

Sullivan, Ed – LT, USA – spouse is Marilou 

Fascher, Ronald – CDR, USN  

Morgan, Dottie – spouse of USAF Maj John Morgan 

Deceased Members: 

Reid, Henry Van – LTC USA – spouse is Patricia Casaw 

Requested Removal from Membership 

Honorary member – Burdt, Steven – USA 

 

Chaplain’s Corner 
SENCLAND Chapter Chaplain Charles Lewis sends this reminder - In the event of a serious illness, or a death, 

in the case of a Chapter member or spouse, please make sure to let our Chaplain know of the specific mailing 

address for family members who should receive get-well or sympathy cards from SENCLAND Chapter.  This is 

a vital communication process - we want our membership to know that we sincerely care. 

 

Editorial Policy 

The SENCLAND SENTINEL Newsletter is published by the SENCLAND Chapter, which is an affiliate of the 

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are 

independent, nonprofit, and politically nonpartisan organizations. 

SENCLAND Sentinel – Our Chapter’s Voice 
Our newsletter is published monthly (except July & August) in sufficient time to provide information on 

upcoming meetings. We want this newsletter to be of value to you, but we do not aim to compete with 

established print, broadcast, or online media, and we do not simply distill what MOAA National is publishing in 

Military Officer each month. What we want to do here is keep you informed about the chapter and our 

SENCLAND efforts to stay connected with each other, and support our local military and veteran communities. 

mailto:PaPops47@gmail.com


Page 6 of 8 

 

 

 

To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletter and online. Simply send your 

notices, letters, articles, and photos to our editor, Brud Deas, (bruddeas@gmail.com) as you collect them. 

Everything submitted by the 15th of the month will be considered for inclusion in the following month’s 

newsletter. All items are subject to editing.  

SENCLAND Sentinel accepts sponsorships from our members and other supporters. You can see a full listing 

of current sponsors at the end of each newsletter. Soliciting sponsorship in this way provides a way to recognize 

our sponsors while allowing us to keep our dues the lowest in the state. If you would like to discuss sponsorship 

opportunities for yourself, your company, other veteran fraternal and support organizations, or anyone else that 

appreciates the mission of SENCLAND MOAA, please email Brud.  Cash sponsorships in excess of the cost of 

publishing this newsletter in its current format will augment our local military and veteran outreach activities, 

increasing the positive effect that we have on our local community. Consider inviting your neighbors to 

participate by sharing this newsletter with them and talking about MOAA SENCLAND.  Whenever possible, 

please patronize our sponsors and let them know we all appreciate their support of our important 

initiatives. 
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837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023 
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

 

“…Creating lifelong memories every day” 
837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC 910 799-9023 

1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

www.appleanniesbakeshop.com 
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RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

 

December 2016 
 

 

SENCLAND Chapter (MOAA) Membership Application Form 

Date of Application:  __________________________________________ 

Active Duty _______ Active Reservist _______    Retired _______     Former Officer _______   

Name:  _____________________________________ Rank _______    Service ______________ 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________State______       Zip+4 ____________ 

Date of Birth MM/DD/YYYY:  _____________________________________ 

Spouse’s Name:  _______________________________ Home Phone:  _____________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you a National MOAA member?   _________ Annual _________ Life Member __________ 

Note:  It is not necessary that you be a member of National MOAA in order to join the local chapter although we 

strongly encourage you to become a National MOAA member. 

Your National MOAA membership number (on magazine label): ___________________________________ 

Annual chapter dues of $15.00 are waived for the current calendar year for new members! Please complete this form  

and mail to the return address above.  Call Al Schroetel, Membership Chairman, at 910-686-6905 or email 

downeast@bellsouth.net if you have any questions. We look forward to meeting you! 

mailto:downeast@bellsouth.net

